No. 32/27th Year 19th August, 1960 


On Other Pages 


Faith and Order Commission Reviews Progress Towards UR ty 6 eu tiee co memmne 
RRO CMiepem PORN CMSO Ser ni is: > > vemr yes yisvrs > ¢20¢ 0 lks 90 946 1 G5 te 
Visser 't Hooft Warns Against Accepting Status Quo . + + « « » ss es 
Executive Committee Reports on Developments with Roman Catholics .«. «+ » 
Moscow Patriarch Sends Message to Central Committee « 2 » « « e+ es «© « # 


WO OUI UW 


Special Report 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund Plans Expansion Outside Europe « « « « 6 ae 


eee en A CN 


cee en RL CC 


Service Commemorates Edinburgh Conference 


(Edinburgh, Scotland) ~ Church leaders frou around the world assembled here 
Sunday afternoon (August i) to commemorate in a solemn service of worship and 
thanksgiving the 50th anniversary of the meeting which marked the beginning of 
the modern movement for Christian unity. 


An overflow congregation of more than 1,700 persons gathered in the Church 
of Scotland's historicSt, Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh to pray together that 
the churches will "seek to recover the lost unity of the Church of Christ and 
proclaim Christ to the uttermost parts of the earth". 


The Service of Thanksgiving marked the jubilee of the World Missionary 
Conference held in this city in 1910, From this meeting, acknowledged as “one 
of the most creative events" in the history of the Christian Church, grew the 
co-operative missionary movement, which together with parallel movements, led 
to the formation of the International Missionary Council and the World Council 
of Churches, 


The service was arranged for the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council by the British Council of Churches. The 90-member 
policy-making Central Committee of the World Council opened its annual ses- 
sions at near-by St. Andrews on Tuesday, August 16. 
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother was seated in the royal pew, 
The service opened with a fanfare of trumpets, followed by a procession of 
200 robed clergymen from many of the World Council of Churches! 172 member 
churches down the long centre aisle of the centuries-old church to seats in 
the chancel. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World Council of Churches general secretary, in 
an adcress to the congregation described the 1910 Hdinburgh conference as the 
point from which the churches began "a continuing fellowship, ... a living and 
working together at first hesitantly, later with increasing conviction". 


It was “the missionary concern that has led to the concern for the total 
witness of the Church", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, “for the clear proclamation 
of the Sovereignty of God over all the various realms of life and proclamation 
was given precisely at the time when non-Christian ideologies declared the 
state or society to be ends in themselves". 


But, he added, "we must go further. The thing that began in Edinburgh 
in 1910 cannot be adequately expressed in any organisational form. It is some-— 
thing deeper, richer and wider than any organisation. It lives in churches 
which are not participating in the ecumenical organisation. It is the redis— 
covery of the basic truths of the Church ... the restored awareness that it is 
of the very essence of the Church of Christ to be a gathered, a reconciled 
people and that not for its own sake, but for the sake of the world," 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft paid special tribute to the Very Rev. John Baillie, a 
former moderator of the Church of Scotland, Dr. Baillie, one.of the six World 
Council presidents, was originally scheduled to present the address, but was 
unable to do so because of illness. 


Dr, Baillie and other "pioneers" of the 1910 Conference, he said, "did 
not think of ecumenical work as a hobby for their leasure time, but gave the 
best years of their lives to it with a total commitment and with the conviction 
Dieu le Veut' (God Wills It). 


"They had to fight for this new and unheard of thing - that Christians of 
completely different backgrounds should work and live together and think of 
themselves as members of a world—embracing fellowship in Christ. 


"In this their lives remain shining examples for those of us who belong 
to later generations. As we become weary about the difficulties of our task, 
about the slowness of progress, about the lack of Christian imagination we 
meet so often, we can say to ourselves, these men had greater obstacles to 
overcome and they did not give up." 


Hembers of the congregation included six church leaders who had partici- 
pated in the 1910 conference. They were the ev. R.D. Rees, prominent British 
Methodist educator; the Very Rev. Dr. E.H, Lewis-Crosby, Dean of Christ Church, 
Dublin; the Rev. A.G. Stewart, minister of the Church of Scotland; Canon J, 
McLeod Campbell, master of Charterhouse, London, and chaplain to the Queen; 
the Rev. C.K. Williams, a former leader of the missionary movement, and Canon 
James Ballard. 


The sermon was preached by the Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, assistant Anglican 
bishop of Lahore, Pakistan, who declared that the churches are challenged to 
obedience in mission and unity. The Asian bishop said that he wished to bear 
testimony to his conversion to the Christian faith "through the friendship of 


a missionary from this land". 

Bishop Chandu Ray said that the ministry of the Christian churches "must 
always be for others in the same spirit of self—sacrificing, self-giving love 
of Our Lord''. Mere co-operation of Christians on the basis of "visits" while 
still remaining apart is not enough, he said. 
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We need to be united in true visible Christian unity. Such common obe— 
dience would release spiritual resources beyond our wildest dreams ... How long 
will we tarry?" 


If the churches spoke with one voice, the bishop declared, we would be able 
to undertake to serve people whose independence and liberty are curtailed. The 
need for a new international order cannot be met by divided Christians, he said. 


; the bishop called for a new religious order, saying "the Lord of Creation 
1S waiting for us to go forward" to reconcile the world with Jesus Christ. 


Dr. J.H. Oldham, 84, who was the organising secretary of the 1910 conference, 
read the New Testament lesson (John XV 1-16): “I am the true vine and my Father 
is the husbandman.... " Dr, Oldham, for more than half a century, has been a 
prominent leader of the ecumenical movement. 


Prayers of intercession were offered in their own languages by church 
leaders from Asia, Australasia, South America, North America, Europe and Africa. 


At the conclusion of the service the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
¥, Fisher, made the "Call to Praise". He offered thanks "for those whose voices 
were heard at Edinburgh in days gone by". 


Theme of the service was "The Vine and the Branches" and the psalms and 
hymns used were the same as those used in the 1910 conference. The metrical 
version of the 100th Psalm; sung by the congregation at the beginning of the 
service, was the first act of praise of the newly constituted World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam in 1948. EPS, Geneva 


Faith and Order Commission Reviews Prorress Towards Unity 


So en A A 


(ot, Andrews, Scotland) — How can the churches move towards closer unity? What 
are the barriers which separate them? What are the beliefs which unite them? 


For six days (August 3-8) some 100 distinguished theologians and church 
leaders have wrestled with the answers to these key questions in the churches! 
gearch for a solution to "the scandal of the division of Christendom". 


The meeting was the triennial session of the Faith and Order Commission, a 
World Council of Churches body which provides the framework for study and dis— 
cussion of unity among its 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox confessions in more than 50 countries. 

Present were three observers of the Roman Catholic Church and four observers 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, the major Orthodox 
body which is not a World Council member, 

Dr. Douglas Horton, Commission chairman and former dean of Harvard Divinity 
School, Boston, Mass., outlined something of the problems facing the Commission 
in his opening address. 

"Nothing creates disunity among us more swiftly, surely and fundamentally 
than the question of unity", he said, "We each desire it, provided it be ac- 
cording to our own specifications ..." 

But, he declared, "I think we can truly say that the overwhelming number of 
the (WCC's) member churches want to move ahead and that the others, by virtue of 
their having joined the Council under its present constitution, have declared 
themselves willing to let them do so". 
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fhe churches must not stop at the point of mere co-operation, Dr. Horton 
declared, despite the success of their work together in the World Council. 


. "The unity we are seeking is not a legal unity, not a unity of individual 
Christians, but a unity which makes of the churches a Church obvious to the world 
to which it is sent - that is, a churchly unity”, Dr, Horton said. 


de a aN ip ha = ate ae . : 

Or. Keita Bridston, WCC Faith and Order staff secretary, in a report to the 
Commission, said that the churches have exhibited "a new and unprecedented com— - 
mitment 'to stay together'". 


While this is "an enormous step forward", it may at the same time be "one 
of the greatest barriers to moving forward", Dr.-Bridston said. "The dangene 
he pointed out, “is that having taken such a step and having formed a World 
Council of Churches, this may be considered enough." 


Among several speakers who addressed the Commission was the Rev. David J. 
du Plessis, Dallas, Texas, former secretary of the World Conference of Pentecostal 
Churches, 


He noted that during the past decade the climate in the historic churches 
with regard to the Pentecostal Movement has changed considerably and there has 
developed within the ecumenical scene a very keen and sincere interest in the 
phenomena of the Holy Spirit. 


"Contrary to the expectation and perhaps wishful thinking of church leaders 
and theologians of fifty years ago, the Pentecostal revival did not blow over to 
be forgotten, but rather is blowing over all the world and continues to challenge 
the churches", he said. 


Mr. du Plessis observed that although no Pentecostalist societies are af— 
filiated with the World Council and that many are "violently opposed" to the WCQ, 
"a large number of ministers" of the WCC's member churches “are enjoying the same 
glorious Pentecostal experience that the Pentecostals have". 


At the same time, he said, they are "still loyal to their own confessions 
and have not yet been dis-—fellowshipped by their brethren". 


With this growing interest, he predicted that the revival within the historic 
churches, as distinct from that in Pentecostalist movements, "will yet become the 
ereatest and most powerful of the two". 


In another session the Russian Orthodox observers issued a statement in 
which they paid tribute to the Faith and Order movement and said their church 
"attaches much importance to it". The statement added: 


"Qur church has witnessed before the whole world to the truth and the spi- 
ritual power of her faith as well as to the strength and activity of her life. 


“The Vivid witness to our faith in the testing of our church im receng 
history proves that with the grace and help of God the Russian Church will pre- 
Racca 

The Commission also made plans for a major “working Conference" to be held 
in 1963. Blueprinted as an agenda topic was the study and discussion of unity 
in churches in selected regions of Europe, Africa, the Middle East, North America, 
Latin America and Hast Asia, BPS, Geneva 
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WCC Appeal for Congo 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) - The World Council of Churches will issue an appeal to 
its member churches to finance emergency and long-term aid in the Congo. The 
funds will be used to underwrite a crash programme for immediate medical and 
scholarship help and for a long range educational programme of technical and 
professional training for Congolese, 


Announcement of the appeal was made by the Administrative Committee of the 


WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid’and Service to Refugees meeting in St. Andrews, 
scotland, 


The Committee announced it will make available immediately $25,000 in emer- 
gency funds to the Congo Christian Council, 


It will also send a personal representative to the Congo to establish liaison 
with a church-related skeleton relief organisation now in operation, This group 
has been set up with the initial aim of providing doctors to replace the large 
number who left the country during the emergency and to supervise distribution of 
church—contributed medical supplies. 


The Committee made its decisions on the basis of recommendations in a report 
by a delegation of church leaders who visited the Congo last week on behalf of the 
International Missionary Council and the WCC, to confer with church, mission and 
government officials, 


The report urged that funds and personnel, both African and missionary, be 
made available by the churches to meet the immediate crisis. It also said that 
it is "urgently necessary that at least skeleton staffs of men missionaries be 
re-established in the Congo as soon as possible". 


"At this juncture the non-Roman churches bear an almost overwhelming weight 
of responsibility", the report said. 


Members of the delegation were Dr. George Carpenter, New York, secretary of 
the International Missionary Council; Sir Francis Ibiam, of Nigeria, chairman of 
the All-African Church Conference; and M. Pierre Benignus, of the Paris Missionary 
Society. They spent three days in Leopoldville and Brazzaville. 


Their report called upon the churches to “undergird the new Congo state by 
training and by providing leadership and by making available their good offices 
in many ways". EPS, Geneva 


Visser 't Hooft Warns Against Accepting Status Quo 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) - The churches must not accept the present status quo of 
their co-operative work, but must instead continue to search for "that far more 
perfect unity which we are meant to have", Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, said at the opening session of the 
Council's policy-making Central Committee, in session at Gt, Andrews from 16 to 
24 August. 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft said that at the same time the churches must not "force 
the situation by formulating a common goal representing the views of the majori- 
ty". To do this “would be against the very principles of our movement", 


The general secretary told the Committee that the churches! task is to de=- 
cide "whether in the light of ecumenical conversation of the last 10 or 20 years 
we can now say more together about the nature and form of the unity we seek than 
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we have so far said. In the early days of the ecumenical movement the great dif- 
ficulty was to convince churches that they were not going to be committed to de- 
cisions which they were not prepared to take," 


Today, he continued, while there are still different views about the form 
in which to express church unity, church leaders have been able to come to agree= 
ment on statements about the nature of the unity they should seck, 


Speaking of the Council's Commission on Faith and Order (see page 3) eDage 
Visser 't Hooft said the Commission's function is "to proclaim essential oneness 
of the Church of Christ and to keep prominently before the world and the churches 
the obligation to manifest that unity in its urgency for the work of evangelism". 


Turning to a review of the ecumenical movement since 1910, Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft noted that the early pioneers of the movement were already aware that "co- 
operation is not a goal but a stage on the road to a goal". They were "deeply 
aware" of relationships between faith and order and "the missionary task of the 
church" and the fact that “mission points to unity", 7 


The criterion for the World Council's membership acceptance of “our Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour" is a statement which says “we do not stand for 
some vague undefined unity" but rather "that kind of unity we seek is that which 
is given in the fact of Jesus". 


Dre Visser 't Hooft also reported on: 


Regional developments that have resulted in the formation of ecumenical bo- 
dies to bring the churches together in many areas of the world. 


South Africa, where "one of the most serious characteristics has been the 
isolation of the churches and groups of churches from each other". He added that 
"the most significant moments in ecumenical history have been those in which 
Christians separated by seemingly insuperable barriers have travelled together to 
maintain this fellowship and to arrive at a common mind". Noting that the World 
Council “should have done far more than we have done to arrive at a deep under— 
standing of the complex problem of human relations in South Africa", he reported 
that a WCC delegation will confer with leaders of eight South African member 
churches in December. Through such meetings, Dr. Visser 't Hooft added, it is 
hoped "to create more real ecumenical fellowship" and "to make a substantial con- 
tribution to the cause of justice and freedom for all races of mankind". 


Relations with Roman Catholics, pointing out that some Catholics may think 
of the WCC and their church as “comparable entities". Dr. Visser 't Hooft also 
warned of the danger that Protestants may “think too easily in terms of formation 
of ecclesiastical power constellations but that would be a spiritual disaster be- 
cause we exist to work for unity and not to replace a division between many 
groups by division between a few large groups". 

"The World Council of Churches is a body sui_ generis which refuses to be- 
come the adversary of any church or group of churches and stands for unity in 
Christ of all who recognise Him as God and Saviour." EPS, Geneva 


New Christian Fellowship Centre in Brussels 

(Brussels) - A new international Christian fellowship centre has been opened in 
Brussels at Rue de Savoie 146. The centre will serve visitors from abroad who 
wish to know about churches in Belgium and elsewhere on the continent. 


- ae 


No. 32 - 19th August, 1960 fi 


The centre was conceived as an outgrowth of the Protestant Pavilion at the 
Brussels World Fair in 1958, The Protestant Pavilion was sold to the American 
Church in the Hague for use as an ecumenical centre. Procceds from the sale of 
the building are being used for the new centre in Brussels. Administrator for 
the project is Pastor Pieter Fagel, who was in charge of the Protestant Pavilion 
at the 1958 fair. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA World Youth Conference Closes 


(Hilversum, Netherlands) - More than 800 participants from 43 countries ended a 
10-day YMCA World Youth Conference in Hilversum last week, recognising it as "our 
duty" to encourage “any sort of discussion and co-operation between young people 
of different opinions, Christian or not ... we seek wnity, not uniform bye 


The youths (see EPS No. 31) commended to the YMCAs throughout the world an 
intensive effort to help young people to a "reasoned recognition of the supreme 
importance of Bible study in relation to the study of the world .,. We are con- 
vinced, in addition, that we must look to the other great religions for sources 
of spiritual richness and to discern in them the activity of God." 


In other action, the youth asked for regional conferences to be held on each 
continent every two or three years and that fraternal delegates from Eastern 
Burope be invited to attend future world youth conferences. 


Protestants, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and non-Christians took part 
in the meeting. EPS, Geneva 


Appeal for Burma Famine Victims 
(Geneva) - An appeal for funds and supplies of rice for famine-stricken northern 
Burma has been issued by the World Council of Churches. 


Sixty-six deaths due to starvation have been reported in the areas of the 
Chin Hills and Arakan. In all more than 50,000 persons have been affected by 
the famine caused because rats have eaten an estimated 95 per cent of the annual 


TICE CrOpS. 


Funds and supplies will be administered by the Relief Committee of the Burma 
Christian Council. Funds already sent into the area by the World Council and by 
Church World Service (USA) total $7,000. The new appeal is necessary because 
these funds have been nearly exhausted. Burma relief officials estimate $10,000 
would buy rice for about 7,000 people for one month. 


The appeal was issued by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 


to Refugees to the organisation's 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox confessions around the world, EPS, Geneva 


World Methodist Council Plans Closer Federation 


(Zurich) — Plans for closer federation within the World Methodist Council were 
discussed at the executive committee of the world denominational body which met 
in Zurich, Switzerland, early in August, 

The World Methodist Council, composed of Methodist churches throughout the 
world, has fraternal and co-operative functions. It exercises no legislative 
power or control over any member bodies. 
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A proposal for a centralised world Methodist missionary agency was presented 
to the group by Charles C, Parlin, New York lawyer and Methodist layman. He 
suggested that Methodist churches pool mission funds and manpower to be deployed 
on a world-wide basis. Under such a plan a mission board in a member church 
would be responsible for securing funds and recruiting personnel, 


Dre Wilfred Wade of the United Kingdom suggested that co-ordination be 


achieved in Methodist missions through closer consultation among the various agen- 
ciese 


A lively debate took place on the respective merits of a centralised mission 
agency, as opposed to national bodies joined in a consultative capacity, to avoid 
overlapping and duplication, Other suggestions for closer co-operation between 
the Methodist churches were made in the field of faith and order. 


The Executive Committee chose "New Life in the Spirit" as the theme of the 
Tenth World Methodist Conference to be held in Oslo, Norway, August 17-25, 1961. 
The world conference will be attended by 2,000 Methodists representing 40 bodies 
working in 76 countries. The World Federation of Methodist Women will hold a 
meeting in Oslo prior to the conference, 


The Committee nominated Bishop Fred P. Corson for election as Council pre- 
sident at the Oslo meeting. Dr. Harold Roberts, principal of RichmondCollege, 
Surrey, England, is the president now. HPS, Geneva 


Executive Committee Reports on Developments with Roman Catholics 


(St, Andrews, Scotland) - A review of recent developments within the Roman Catholic 
Church with regard to unity were appraised by the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in a report to the opening session on August 16 of the 90- 
member policy-making Central Committee. 


The Second Vatican Council was called an event “which while not dealing di- 
rectly with the question of unity, is meant to have considerable influence on the 
ecumenical situation". The Committee also referred to the new Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity headed by Cardinal Bea, and said these developments show how 
much has happened since the papal encyclical of 1928 “which contained a wholly 
negative interpretation of the ecumenical movement". 


The Executive Committee reported that there is little doubt the Vatican has 
come to see that the ecumenical movement is not inspired by vague humanitarianism 
but by basic Christian conviction. It said the Vatican now has to become active 
in ecumenical conversation and no longer leaves the initiative up to individual 
Roman Catholics. Instead, the report continued, it speaks and acts itself in re- 
lation to other churches and ecumenical organisations. 


In looking at the current situation, the Executive Committee made five points: 


The fact that dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church is possible is to be 
welcomed. 


It is to be hoped that informal discussions between Roman theologians and 
those of other churches which have been going on will not be superceded by more 
official discussions. At the present stage it is precisely these informal dis- 
cussions which can best contribute to removing misunderstanding. 


No church should fear that the World Council will in any way seek to speak 
or act for its members in the matter of church union, The WC is not authorised 
constitutionally to act in such matters where cach church takes its own decision 
in full freedom. But the point must be made, the report said, because the question 
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is Sometimes asked whether the Council will enter into formal or informal con- 
versation with the Roman Catholic Church about church union. The answer is that 
this is quite out of the question because of the character of our movement. 


The Council may, however, take an opportunity to present to the new Vatican 
Secretariat convictions agreed upon concerning basic matters, such as religious 
liberty and social action. 


"It should be remembered that the creation of the Vatican Secretariat does 
not mean that any of the fundamental differences which exist between the Romm 
Catholic church and the churches in the WCC will be solved." The change is in 
procedure and climate, The opportunity for "dialogue is to be grasped but it 
means that the real problem will come too. Therefore our task in that dialogue 
will be to represent the insight which God has given us together in the 50 years 
since our movement started." 


The Executive Committee also reported that December 7 to 14 has been set as 
the date for a "fully representative" consultation with leaders of the eight 
member churches of the World Council in South Africa and a representative dele— 
gation from the WCC. The plan follows two visits to South Africa by one of the 
Council's associate general secretaries, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer (see HPS Noe 
26)» The Committee said that 83 member churches had responded in favour of the 
consultation , while five were against the proposal. BPS, Geneva 


Moscow Patriarch Sends Message to Central Committee 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) - The Moscow Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Alexei, has urged unanimous Christian action to prevent war, in the first formal 
m essage received by the World Council Central Committee, meeting here from 
August 16 to 24, 


The message said that "Christian oneness of mind should become a force able 
to lessenthe present sharp division of the world by united action, Christians 
should contribute to the abolition of nuclear and other kinds of deadly weapons." 


The Patriarch paid tribute to the work of the World Council of Churches and 
said that his church follows developments within the Council closely. 


A five-member WCC delegation made a two-week visit to Russia in December, 
one in a series resulting from an August 1958 meeting in Utrecht, Netherlands, 
between representatives of the Council and the Moscow church, Two representatives 
of the Moscow Patriarchate spent four weeks in Geneva conferring with World Coun- 
cil officials in June 1959 and later attended the meeting of the Central Committee 
on the Greek island of Rhodes. Four representatives of the Patriarchate are 
attending this year's sessions. - EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Five new African churches were admitted to the World Presbyterian Alliance 
by its Executive Committee at sessions in Geneva, Switzerland, August 8-13, The 
Alliance now includes 8% member churches representing 46 million Reformed and 
Presbyterian Christians in 56 countries. There are now 19 member churches in 
Europe and 18 in Africa, according to the Alliance president, Dr. Ralph W. Lloyd. 
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U John Thetgyi, a Baptist layman from Burma, has been elected as the first 
full-time secretary of the Burma Christian Council, Heisa former businessman who 
has been serving as the relief director of the Council. He succeeds Dr. G.P. 
Charles, who is pastor of an Indian congregation in Rangoon, 


Roa : : an - * : 
4 Bishop Istvan Cete has been elected to succeed Bishop Agoston Sandor of the 
eformed Christian Church of Yugoslavia, who died recently at the age of 79. 


* * 


Be - q = er Saas : Te aes ~ ee 
ae ues y recent restrictions on travel imposed by the government of Turkey, 
= See yes of Constantinople Athenagoras will not make a visit 
planned for September to Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, The travel restrictions also prevent delegates from the Ecumenical 
= OS Senta aa are nembers of the departmental, Executive and Central Commit-— 
ois of the world Vouncil of Churches, from attending the meetings now under way 
in St. Andrews, Scotland, 
¥ * 


Dr. A.N. Gopal of Guntur has been elected president of the Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India, to succeed Bishop Rajah B, Manikam of the 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church. Dr, Gopal heads the Andhra Evangelical Luther— 
an Church, largest of the ten lutheran churches in the association. 


* * 


Small groups of Negro college students accompanied by several white friends 
attended white Protestant churches in Atlanta, Georgia, on a recent Sunday, in 
what has been called a new phase of the Southern sit-in movement. The campaign 
was initiated by a group advised by Dr, Martin Luther King, integration leader 
and Baptistminister. The “warm reception by clergy and laymen" received by stu- 
dents in the Atlanta churches indicates that many Southerres wuld welcome a chance 
to rescue the church from itsmoral dilemma on the race issue, Dr. King commented. 


* * 


The associate executive secretary of the Mennonite Central Committee, Mr, 
Orie 0. Miller, is on a three-week visit to the Congo to investigate needs and 
ways in which emergency assistance can be given to crisis victims there. 


* * 


The new province of the Church of England in Hast Africa was inaugurated in 
Dar-es-Salam, Tanganyika, on August 3. The inter-racial ceremony was attended 


by European and African bishops. 
¥ * 


An international seminar is being conducted in Leningrad under the joint 
auspices of the American Friends Service Committee and the Committee of Youth 
Organisations of the USSR. Attending are post-graduate students from the United 
States and the USSR, as well as from Asia, Africa and Europe. 


* 


A corps of lay volunteers to assist Roman Catholic missionaries in Latin 
America will be sent out by the Pontifical Missior for Latin America, according 
to the Vatican City newspaper Osservatore Romano. Plans call for layworkers known 
as "The Pope's Volunteers", to constitute an auxiliary corps of experts which, 
under orders of the bishops, will co-operate with Catholic organisations. 
EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Ecumenical Church Loan Fund Plans Expansion Outside Kurope 


The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) plans to extend its operations to the 
continent of Africa, The board of the international inter-—church aid body related 
to the World Council of Churches met in St, Andrews, Scotland, and gave recogni- 
tion to.the newly established national ECLOF committee in Tanganyika. 


Mr. GustaveHentsch, banker of Geneva, Switzerland, and president of the 
governing board, said the fund would soon begin operation in Latin America where 
a committee is to be established in Argentina. The purpose of ECLOF is to give 
long-term loans at low interest rates to churches and church-related institutions 
for projects they would otherwise be unable to undertake. 


More than 600 loans have been granted in a dozen countries since the commit— 
tee was founded in 1946. Not a single recipient of a loan has ever defaulted and 
more than half the loans granted have been fully repaid. 


Through the ecumenical loan fund, a wide variety of projects have been under— 
taken including purchase of a church printing press, enlargement of a candle 
factory for Orthodox churches, and construction of vocational training schools for 
refugee children. Many of the loans go to construction or repair of church 
buildings, convalescent homes, community and youth clubs, and other church-related 
institutions, 


Mr. Hentsch pointed out that many receiving countries in Europe are now 
interested in providing capital for the scheme in other continents. The HCLOR 
board authorized its director, Dr. Laszlo Ledermann of Geneva, to seek an increase 
of new funds from national Christian councils of at least $12,000 in 1961. 


National ECLOF committees are composed of representatives of the principal Protest-— 
ant and Orthodox churches of the countries and of businessmen and bankers familiar 

with loan operations. These committees examine loan requests and determine priori- 
ties. The national committees give the guarantees for reimbursement. 


An ECLOF committee was created in Burma in 1958, the first in a country out-— 
side Europe. Other countries with national committees are Austria, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy and Spain. 


Mr. Hentsch stressed that loans are an important form of inter-—church aid 
because they help maintain self-respect and independence on the part of the reci- 
pients. Those who receive loans have the satisfaction of helping im other church 
ventures. And the revolving loan fund makes the same sum available for many dif- 
ferent projects, 


The fund will seek new capital to extend its operation in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. ECLOF headquarters at the World Council of Churches in Geneva 
have been flooded with requeststhey cannot fill. The board meeting in St. Andrews 
agreed that new opportunities are constantly opening up for this type of inter- 


church aid but expansion will depend upon availability of new funds. 
EPS, Geneva 


